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Summer Reading
Read Beyond the Beaten Path

Summer reading was set around a camping and
survival theme this year.   We had so many fun
activities for kids! This year we had 154 registered for
our program.  This included kids ages 0-8th grade. 
 We started our program off with a kick-off where
kids enjoyed donuts and juice while parents
registered for our individual programs.  Reading logs
were picked up and books were checked out to get
the kids started.  New this year we also included
math and handwriting packets.  We had a great
response with the packets and kids did a great job
working through them.  

Two of our programs were put on by guests to the
Forrest Library.  Storyteller Mike Lockett put on an
entertaining show and Debbie Ruff from Ag in the
Classroom organized a fun program called Wings,
Stings and Leggy Things.  Our main program this year
was held at the Forrest Park and focused on outside
survival skills.  Kids learned how to use a compass, tie
knots, and made sun dials.  They also had two
matching games, one with animal tracks and one with
birds.  We ended the program with a picnic in the
park.  Our final program was a brief discussion on
bike safety and a bike parade. 

In an effort to include our youngest summer readers,
we had a separate program each week that mirrored
the older kids' activities. Our 0-Pre K group enjoyed
campfire stories, making bug jars and adventure day.

 To close our program for the summer we once again
held a special family night at the Jr. High gym. This
year we had The Rope Warrior put on an excited
show that also involved several volunteers. 

We are very fortunate to have such a great turn out
for summer reading programs.  It is wonderful to
see the kids having fun keeping up on their reading
at the same time!

Sawyer Kerber, Easton Tremmel and Lincoln Kerber test out their
sundials.  On the right Tanner Kaeb works his way through our

compass activity.

Left: Porter Edwards choses a prize for learning is phone
number.  12 toddlers learned their phone number, parents'

names and what town they live in Center: Rhett Stork is
showing off is campfire crown Right: Elaine Schmidgall
finished her 2nd grade math review packet for a prize

Left: Ellie Brown takes in a giant ant at our bug program. Center:
Nora Mueller rides in our bike parade Right: Kian Zimmerman

shows off his bug jar



What Else has been happening at the
Forrest Library?

The Forrest Library has had a busy past few months! 
 This spring we had a visit from Abe Lincoln
impersonator Kevin Wood.  He put on an amazing
demonstration of the life of Abe Lincoln beginning at
his time as a boy through his assassination.  We were
fortunate to just over 100 attend the event.  After
speaking with Mr. Wood, we decided that we may
have him again in the future.  He provides audiences
with a variety of different shows.  We are considering
his show on how President Lincoln would use
scripture as a starting point in his public speeches.  

Through the month of March and April we had our
second children's book club.  Around 30 kids 2nd
grade-6th grade attended each week.  We focused on
the four major historical events that led to the
westward expansion of our country.  Each week we
added to our giant US map on the wall.  Our first
meeting started with the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
 We drew their journey on our map and completed a
Lewis and Clark Escape Room puzzle.  Our next focus
that led to movement west was the Oregon Trail.  We
read the book The Voices of the Oregon Trail  It is an
excellent read for kids to gain some knowledge about
life of the trail. While reading the book together the
kids had saltine crackers in place of hard tack and
beef jerky for salt pork.  With each stop in the book,
we added the landmarks the pioneers came across
while traveling.  During our 3rd week together, we
learned all about the California Gold Rush.  Since the
kids evjoyed the previous escape room so much, we
decided to complete another one while they snacked
on "gold nugget" Rolo candies.  Our final week
meeting completed the expansion west with the
transcontinental railroad.  I found this week to be the
most interesting because it is often times not taught
as much as the other three events.  Our time together
was once again spent adding to our big map,
discussing the conflicts between the east and the
west while building the railroad and reviewing our
previous sessions.  This was such a fun program!  I'm
very excited to plan another book club for the winter
months.

Katelyn Stoller and
Violet Kerber are

pictured holding up
one of our past nation's

flag with Mr. Lincoln

Our Westward
Expansion group.  

We met for 4
weeks after

school.  The kids
really enjoyed the

program!

Classroom Visits
During the school year we enjoy our classroom
visits with all the young students in our district. 
 This includes trips the PCPE school in Chatsworth
and the PCE school in Fairbury.  While in the
classrooms we read a story and talk about all of the
fun things available in a library.  Because our school
district contains four public libraries, we teach the
kids that they are welcome to attend all of them
using the same library card and that books can be
borrowed and returned to any library.  We
encourage them to look for children's programs
listed at each of the libraries and to visit them to
see what each library has to offer.  

As the library director, the classroom visits I enjoy
doing the most are the 5th and 6th graders.  The
Forrest Library is very fortunate to be so close the
UE to allow the kids to visit each month. 
 Throughout the year we do a variety of activities
with the students and we try to base our program
on what they are currently learning in school.  Some
our programs this spring included the
Revolutionary War, The Blizzard of 1888 with a
snow math project, animals, and a team building
unit. My favorite program this spring was reading
How the Sphinx Got to the Museum and writing
their names in Egyptian hieroglyphs.  I was
surprised how much the students enjoyed the
activity!



Upcoming Fall Events
A lot goes on behind the scenes to prepare for
programs at the library.  During the month of August,
the Forrest Library will be taking a break from
programming to prepare for upcoming events.  Our
fall events include many fun things for our young
patrons and families.  My goal as library director
during this next school year is to add more events for
young adults and adults.  I'm still currently
brainstorming so please be patient!  

Our upcoming children and family events include the
following programs:
Extreme Weather
Life Skills for Kids-Sewing a button, Making Change,
Addressing an Envelope and more
Book Tasting for Kids
Fall Family Festival
Train Day
Each of these events will be scheduled soon and will
be posted in our upcoming newsletters and on our
website.  

-----August Storyhour------Grab and Go Crafts will
be available, however, we will not be meeting
formally again until after Labor Day

Donations
The Forrest Library is very blessed to have so many
kind donors.  Since the beginning of the year, we
have been able to purchase some new memorial
books, shelving and save for future projects.

A donation of $200 was made in memory of Carl
Bracken.  The book Goodnight Basketball was
purchased and is popular with our kids.  We also put
some of the funds towards the historical room
project.  

A donation from Wanda Conye was made to
purchase a new endcap shelf in the library for our
children's Wonderbooks.

The disbanded Lion's Club donated $4000 towards
our new lift system project this fall.

The Class of 1966 donated the book With Fresh Eyes
in memory of Rita Theil Salakieu

Where did your tax dollars go this
year?

A majority of the Forrest Public Library's funding
comes from tax dollars.  Each year a budget is
formed to make plans for the library and to keep it
running.  During the last couple of years, you more
than likely noticed some physical changes to the
library.  Most recently our ceiling has been
replaced.  Our old ceiling was becoming a safety
hazard with the loose tiles. We were closed for the
month of February to complete the project.  We
also needed to replace our existing air conditioner
and do maintenance on our boiler system.  The
building expense for these three big projects cost
approximately $90,000.  This year we spent
approximately $15,000 on new books, audio and
dvds.  Our programs and summer reading budget
expense came out to around $5,700.  With seven
employees the library paid approximately $88,000
in salaries. 

Thank you for all of your support
towards our library

The Forrest Library is very grateful for all of the
support that the community gives us.  We might be
a small library, but we have big goals, and we
couldn't be reaching them without our patrons. 
 Libraries love to keep track of numbers.  Each year
as library director, I get the job of reporting these
numbers to the state.  I am amazed at the growth
in the last year.  The number of programs we held,
including our story hours, went from 73 programs
up to 122.  Total attendance for our programs
jumped from 851 to 3,390.  Our daily attendance
throughout the year jumped from 4,837 to 6,871!! 
 And since we love numbers and keeping track of
everything, we currently have a total of 20,950
physical items available for check out.  This year's
goal is to exceed these numbers and to reach more
families and youth in our community.  



Don't forget the Food Pantry is the 2nd Saturday of each month.  Volunteers are
welcome, please contact them if interested.
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